News  and  Views  of  the  Founder  Fellowship 


THE  AMERICAN  YOUTH  FOUNDATION,  CMP  MINIWANCA,  SHELBY,  MICHIGAN. 


July  1935 

THIS  EDITION  OF  THE  FOUNDER  FIRE 

is  being  prepared  at  Camp  Miniwanca.  During  the  summer  months,  the  office  of 
The  American  Youth  Foundation  is  located  in  our  Michigan  camp,  the  St.  Louis 
office  being  closed  during  that  period 

THOSE  OF  YOU  WHO  HAVE  BEEN  TO  CAMP  MINIWANCA 

need  not  be  told  of  the  great  beauty  of  our  Michigan  camp.  Michigan  is  famed  for 
her  wooded  sand  dunes.  These  dunes  rise  up  in  high  ridges  which  are  separated 
by  deep  "draws."  Trails  without  number  run  in  and  out  among  the  ridges  and  are 
carved  out  of  the  steep  slopes  of  the  wooded  dunes . 

TWO  "MOVING  DUNES "  ARE  LOCATED  ON  THE  PROPERTY 

A  moving  dune  is  one  that  is  constantly  shifting  and  changing.  One  of  these 
is  Vesp  er  Dune,  the  lower  part  of  which  contains  the  shifting  area.  The  other 
shifting  dune  is  "Old  Baldy"  which  through  the  years  has  been  cut  deeply  into 
the  heart  of  the  property.  Baldy  Dune  ends  in  a  300 -foot  slope  of  fine,  clean 
sand  and  is  the  scene  of  our  moonlight  tobogganing  parties .  On  genuine  snow- 
toboggans  the  camp  ers  have  the  thrill  of  sliding  down  Baldy’ s  slope  at  great 
speed  .  • . .  •  winter  sport  in  the  dead  of  summer l 

CAMP  MINIWANCA  IS  HIGHLY  FAVORED  WITH  MANY  WATERFRONTS 

Ordinarily,  a  camp  is  fortunate  if  it  has  one  good  waterfront.  Camp  Miniwanca 
has  three.  On  the  west  is  Lake  Michigan  with  its  broad  beach  of  fine,  clean 
sand,  gently  sloping  lake  bottom,  providing  a  great  playground  for  water  sports, 
surf  bathing,  and  sun-baths.  The  sunsets  on  Lake  Michigan  beggar  des  cription. 
They  are  one  of  the  glories  of  Camp  Miniwanca. 
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STONY  LAKE  IS  LOCATED  ON  THE  EAST 
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Here  is  a  quarter  of  a  mile  frontage  on  which  is  located  the  big  twin  docks, 
enclosing  a  swimming  pool  twenty-five  yards  long,  with  push-off  board  equipment 
for  making  the  turns  in  swimming  events.  Sailboats,  canoes  for  instructional 
purposes,  a  big  war  canoe  which  seats  fourteen  persons,  rowboats,  high-dive 
tower,  and  other  water  equipment  are  maintained  on  the  Stony  Lake  frontage.  The 
lake  is  approximately  one  and  a  half  miles  long  and  a  half  mile  wide  -  a  clear, 
flowing  body  of  water  which  makes  for  the  very  best  of  aquatic  sports  and  water¬ 
front  activities . 

STONY  CREEK  WINDS  IN  AND  OUT 

along  the  northern  boundary  of  the  camp  property  and  is  the  connecting  link 
between  Stony  Lake  and  Lake  Michigan.  It  would  be  hard  to  find  a  more  pictur¬ 
esque  little  stream  than  Stony  Creek,  very  often  referred  to  in  the  camp  as  the 
"bath  tub"  beoause  of  its  convenience  for  bathing  purposes.  The  water  of  Stony 
Creek  is  always  warm. 

HP  IN  THE  OSSIPEE  MOUNTAINS  OF  NEW  HAMPSHIRE 

is  another  camp  of  The  American  Youth  Foundation.  Camp  Merrowvista  is  a  mountain 
camp  located  in  the  Ossipee  range  of  the  Whit o  Mountains.  Four  hundred  and  fifty 
acres  of  mountain,  woods,  meadows  and  lake  comprise  the  camp  property. 

THERE  ARE  TYO  MOUNTAIN  PEAKS 

on  the  Merrowvista  comp  property.  These  peaks  serve  as  a  background  for  the 
camp  buildings  and  equipment  which  are  located  on  on  old  farm  in  the  "Land  of 
Canaan"  -  which  is  the  name  by  which  that  section  was  known  in  the  early  days. 

On  one  of  these  peaks  is  a  rock  outcrop  which  forms  a  broad  ledge  which  overlooks 
the  valley  and  lake  below.  A  trail  has  been  blazed  to  the  ledge  and  at  least 
once  in  each  camp  a  Sunday  evening  vesper  service  is  held  at  that  place. 

DANHOLE  "POND"  AS  IT  IS  CALLED  IN  NEW  ENGLAND 

is  a  beautiful  little  lake  which  nes  ties  down  in  the  valley  between  the  low 
lying  ridges  of  the  Ossipees.  The  lake  is  approximately  three  quarters  of  a 
mile  wide  and  two  miles  long.  A  substantial  dock  is  built  out  over  the  shallow 
■water  near  the  shore  to  the  sand  ridge  which  was  once  the  original  shore  lino. 
Pontoons  are  attached  to  the  end  of  the  pier.  The  water  of  Danhole  Pond  is  cloar 
and  pure,  the  lake  being  fed  from  mountain  springs. 

LOST  BROOK  GLEN 

is  the  location  of  the  water  supply  of  the  camp.  A  noisy,  busy  babbling  brook 
comes  tumbling  down  Lost  Brook  Glen.  A  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  camp  buildings, 
a  concrete  dam  has  been  built  among  the  giant  boulders  from  which  point  the  pure 
mountain  water  is  piped  down  to  the  camp.  Lost  Brook  Glen  is  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  sections  of  the  Merrowvista  camp  property.  It  is  the  s  cene  of  the 
group  parties  which  are  always  held  the  first  week  of  the  camp.  The  fields  of 
the  old  farm  provide  ample  space  for  a  wide  range  of  athletic  activities.  The 
headquarters  of  the  camp  are  located  in  the  old  farmhouse  which  stands  at  a 
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strategic  point  on  the  brow  of  the  hill  overlooking  the  tent  area,  the  various 
buildings  of  the  camp  and  the  athletic  fields . 

BOTH  CAMPS  ARE  FULLY  EQUIPPED 

with  every  facility  for  a  real  camping  experience.  For  instance,  five  of  the 
Merrowvista  buildings  have  fireplaces  .  At  Miniwanca,  nine  of  the  buildings  are 
equipped  with  fireplaces.  A  little  stretch  of  wet  or  cold  weather  does  not 
bother  us,  provided  as  we  are  with  the  comfort  and  convenience  of  this  splendid 
equipment. 

1935  -  A  BIG  SEASON  FOR  THE  FOUNDER  CAMPS 

At  the  time  this  is  being  written,  more  than  250  people  are  on  the  grounds  at 
Camp  Miniwanca.  The  first  seven  weeks  of  the  summer  are  devoted  to  the  younger 
boys1  and  girls1  preparatory  training  camps.  More  than  twenty  states  are  repre¬ 
sented  on  the  present  camp  rosters.  These  are  the  largest  camps  in  the  history 
of  the  organization. 

ADVANCE  REGISTRATIONS 

for  the  senior  camps  at  Camp  Miniwanca  are  the  heaviest  in  years.  From  Camp 
Merrowvista  comes  the  word  that  there  is  also  a  fine  gain  in  reservations  over 
the  1934  camps . 

OLD  CAMPERS  AND  LEADERS  ARE  URGED 

■ 

to  immediately  contact  their  prospective  campers  and  get  them  to  send  in.  thoir 
registrations  without  delay. 

The  Camp  Da  tes  A\re  /\s  Toli~ows 

CMP  MERROWISTA 

Older  Girls*  Camp  . . . . .  August  4  to  August  18 

Older  Boys1  Camp  . . .  August  18  to  September  1 

CAMP  MINIWANCA 

*  t  #  :1  »  f  '  wV>  *  OJ  i 

Older  Girls*  Camp  . August  5  to  August  19 

Older  Boys  *  Comp  . . . August  19  to  September  2 

ON  THE  FOLLOWING  PAGES  ME  YOTJR  FINAL  INSTRUCTIONS 

Read  carefully  and  follow  the  suggestions  given.  If  in  doubt  about  anything, 
ask  an  old  camper  or  write  direct  to  Herbert  C.  Mayer,  5  Ionia  Street,  Auburndale, 
Massachusetts,  concerning  Camp  Merrowvista  information  and  to  P.  G.  Orwig,  Camp 
Miniwanca,  Shelby,  Michigan,  for  Camp  Miniwanca  data. 
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TRAVELING  INSTRUCTIONS  FOR  MERROWVTSTA  CAMPERS 


Girls’  Camp  opens  Sunday,  August  4th 


Boys’  Camp  opens 


»» 


August  18th 


ALL  CAMPERS  AND  LEADERS  ARE  EXPECTED  TO  BE  IN  CAMP  AT  STARTING  TIME. 


If  you  are  coming  by  way  of  Boston,  plan  your  trip  to  arrive  in  Boston  the 
Sunday  morning  that  camp  begins,  in  time  to  take  the  first  Boston  &  Maine  train 
from  North  Station  to  Mountain  View,  N.  H.  Get  correct  schedule  from  your  local 
agent.  Do  not  come  early  -  we  will  not  be  able  to  accommodate  you  unless  you 
make  advance  reservation*  Nominal  rates  will  be  charged  for  extra  meals  and 
lodging. 


BUYING  YOUR  TICKET 


Insist  cn  agent  giving  you  a  round  trip  Summer  Tourist  ticket  to  Mountain  View, 
New  Hampshire. 


FOR  THOSE  TRAVELING  BY  RAIL  OR  BOAT 


Some  campers  travel  by  boat  from  Philadelphia  and  other  points  to  Boston  -  then 
rail  to  Camp.  You  can  purchase  a  Summer  Tourist  rail  and  boat  ticket  to  Mountain 
View,  N.  H.  Upon  arrival  in  Boston,  make  connections  with  the  above  train 
schedule  for  Mountain  View,  There  will  be  bus  connections  from  Mountain  View  to 
comp. 


DRIVING  TO  CAMP 


The  best  way  to  drive  to  camp  is  from  Wolfeboro  to  Tuftonboro,  and  in  -  according 
to  our  signs  posted  on  the  road. 


CAMP  MERROWISTA  MAIL 


All  business  pertaining  to  Comp  Merrowvista,  including  camp  registrations, 
registration  fees  and  general  mail  will  be  handled  by  Herbert  C.  Mayor,  the  DireC' 
tor  of  Camp  Morrowvista,  address:  5  Ionia  Street,  Aubumdalo,  Massachusetts. 


AFTER  JULY  31 


address  all  communications  pertaining  to  Camp  Merrowvista  direct  to  Camp  Merrow¬ 
vista,  Center  Ossipee,  N.  H. 


%  &  si:##  $ #  $$$  ###  *  *  *  *  #  £  %  V,c  ^ 


INSTRUCTIONS  FOR  MAILING  PACKAGES 


The  simplest  and  safest  way  to  mail  your  camp  material  is  to  buy  or  make  a  canvas 
duffel  bag..  You  can  get  one  from  Army  Supply  stores  or  any  sporting  goods  store. 
Estimate  size  of  bundle  or  bundles  you  plan  to  mail,  then  buy  or  make  canvas  bags 
to  carry  all  your  stuff.  If  boxes  or  wrapping  paper  are  used,  be  sure  to  save 
wrapp  er  for  returning  your  camp  outfit.  Suitcases  can  be  mailed.  Express  ship¬ 
ments  must  be  prepaid. 


The  orchestra  is  always  a  big  feature  of  the  camp-conferences.  Bo  sure  to  bring 
your  musical  instruments  with  you. 


l 


WHAT  TO  TAKE  TO  CAMP 


Wool  bathing  suit  (two  if  you  have  them) 
♦Bathing  oap  and.  shoes 
Pajamas 

Slicker  or  rain  cape 

Heavy  sweater  or  jacket 

Tennis  shoes  -  low-heeled  oxfords 

Bathrobe 

Socks  or  stockings 
Needle,  thread,  pins,  safety  pins 
Comic  or  other  costume  (if  you  have  one) 
Musical  instrument  (if  you  wish) 

Tennis  racquet 
Kodak  (if  desired) 

SPECIAL  LIST  FOR  GIRLS 

Wool  knickers,  slacks,  or  shorts 
One  pair  knickers  or  shorts 
Shirts  or  blouses 
Practical  underwear 


Comb  and  brush 

Handkerchiefs 

Tooth  brush  and  container 

Tooth  pas to 

Soap  and  container 

Pocket  knife 

Flashlight 

Bible 

Wrapping  paper  and  twine  if 
mailing  bundles  home 
Fountain  pon  and  pencils 
Old  pair  shoos  to  wear  on  hike 
to  swimming  dock 

SPECIAL  LIST  FOR  BOYS 

Shirts 

Extra  pair  of  old  trousers  or  overalls 

Underwear 

Gym  suits 


♦IMPORTANT  -  Campers  who  cannot  swim  must  wear  RED  bathing  caps#  Others  wear 
'  other  colored  caps# 

« 

NOTE  -  It  is  well  to  mark  your  name  or  initials  on  all  your  clothes  and  equipment* * 

*****  * 

Films,  notebooks  and  paper,  oamp  stationery,  camp  postcards  and  stamps  are  on 
sale  at  the  camp  store# 


Do  not  have  oandy  or  food  mailed  to  you  at  camp#  You  will  have  plenty  to  oat 
a£  moal  time* 

*  *  *  *  *  '  * 

.  *  >  ..  ^  •  i  .  .  .  .  •  ~fr\  -  ,.«tv . 

WHAT  TO  MAIL  TO  CAMP  TWO  WEEKS  BEFORE  STARTING  ON  YOUR  TRIP 

3  warm  blankets  Use  „the  enclosed 

Change  of  sheets  -  cot  size  mailing  s tic ker s  and  aiso 

”  ”  pillow  slips  write  address  on  package# 

Face  towels  -  bath  towels  -  wash  cloths 
Sweater  or  shoos  that  you  may  not  want  to  carry 

*  •* 

(Mail,  insured  Parcel  Post,  to  yourself  14  days  boforo  starting  for  camp.) 

CAMP  MAILING  ADDRESSES  -  c/o  American  Youth  Foundation, 

CAMP  MINIWANCA,  CMP  MERROWVISTA, 

Sholby/  Michigan  Center  Ossipco',  N •  H  • 


Be  sure  to  sond  mail  in  plenty  of  time  to  roach  camp  before  your  arrival 
Wrap  packages  carefully# 
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TRAVELING  INSTRUCTIONS  FOR  MINIWANCA  CAMPERS 

Girls*  Camp  opens  officially  with  supper,  Monday,  August  5th 

Older  Fellows*  Camp  opens  officially  with  supper,  Monday,  August  19th 

All  campers  and  leaders  are  expected  to  "be  in  camp  on  date  of  opening.  To  make 
this  connection  it  is  advisable  to  arrive  in  Muskegon  or  Ludington,  Miohigan, 
on  Monday  morning  -  the  opening  day  of  comp . 

Do  not  come  a  day  early  as  we  will  not  be  able  to  accommodate  you.  Thore  will 
be  more  than  300  people  on  the  grounds  at  Camp  Miniwanca  the  week-end  of -August 
4-5.  Every  available  bit  of  space  has  boon  rosorvod  by  parents  of  Younger  Boy 
and  Girl  campers .  This  means  that  wo  will  not  bo  able  to  accommodate  any  Oldor 
Girl  campers  or  loaders  who  come  to  Miniwanca  before  the  5th  of  August. 

CAMPERS  TRAVELING  BY  WAY  OF  CHICAGO 

The  very  special  rate  of  $3.00  for  the  round  trip  -  Chicago  to  Muskegon  -  on 
the  Pere  Marquette  Railroad  will  apply  again  this  year.  On  the  last  page  of 
this  issue  of  The  Founder  Fire  is  an  identification  certificate.  Present  it  at 
the  Ticket  Window  -  Grand  Central  Station,  South  Wells  and  Harrison  Streets, 
Chicago,  and  you  will  receive  this  special  rate.  The  Pore  Marquette  train 
leaves  Chicago  at  11:30  P.M.  Central  Standard  Time, 

BERTH  RESERVATIONS 

Each  camper  should  make  his  own  sleeper  reservation.  This  oan  be  done  through 
your  local  agent.  Cost  -  $3.00  for  a  lower  and  $2.75  for  an  upper  berth. 

❖  ^  ❖ 

SPECIAL  for  Michigan,  Ohio,  Indiana,  Ontario,  Now  York  and  Pennsylvania  oampors . 
See  your  agent  for  best  routing  to  Muskegon.  Your  connect ions  to ' Mus ko gon ,  Mich . , 

will  undoubtedly  bo  by  way  of  Grand  Rapids .  Make  connection  so  as  to  arrivo  on 
first  morning  train  or  bus.  Chock  up  on  this  with  your  Railroad  Agent.  If,  by 
any  chanco,  connections  at  Grand  Rapids  are  missed,  tako  bus  from  Grand  Rapids 
to  Shelby,  and  call  camp. 

CAMPERS  ARRIVING  AT  LUDINGTON  from  Milwaukee  will  take  Greyhound  bus  at  boa  t 
landing  Vo  New  Era  where  they  will  connect  with  the  buses  going  through  New  Era 
to  camp  from  Muskegon. 

CAMPERS  TRAVELING  TO  MUSKEGON  BY  BUS  should  connect  with  other  campers  at  the 
Greyhound  Bus  Station,  or  hire  a  car  to  bring  you  direct  to  enmp,  dividing  the 
cost  among  the  members  of  your  group. 

FROM  MUSKEGON  TO  CAMP 

■  *  i  1  ^ 

Chartered  Greyhound  buses  will  meet  the  train  in  Muskegon.  Special  rate  -  includ¬ 
ing  baggage  -  $1*25  direct  to  camp  from  Muskegon.  Bus  fares  will  be  collected 
after  arrival  in  camp. 

DRIVING  TO  CAMP  MINIWANCA 

— 

Head  for  Muskegon,  Michigan.  Tako  TJ.S.  31  to  Now  Era,'  turn  west,  follow  Stony 
Lake  and  Camp  Miniwanca  signs  eight  miles  to  camp.  Drive  through  to  main  unit 
on  Lake  Michigan. 


WHOM  YOU  1WLL  MEET 
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when  you  come  to  the  Pounder  Camps!  You  will  be  camping  with  older  fellows  or 
girls  from  a  total  of  forty  states  and  several  Canadian  provinces.  Last  summer’s 
camps  registered  young  people  from  ninety-five  colleges  and  universities,  some 

sixty  high  schools  and  several  score  of  business  concerns. 

\.  t 

THE  FOUNDER  CAMPS  ARE  LEADERSHIP  TRAINING  CLMPS 

Make  no  mistake  about  this .  We  bring  into  these  camps  young  people  who  believe 
in  themselves  and  who  want  to  make  good  in  life.  We  have  no  time  to  waste  on 
anyone  who  lacks  purpose  and  ambition.  .These  training  camps  are  twenty-two  years 
,-old.  More  than  fifteen  thousand  campers  and  leaders  have  had  a  Founder  Camp 
’training  experience.  Every  walk  of  life,  every  worth  while  profession  has  its 
■  quota  of  men  and  women  who  at  Camp  Miniwanca  or  Merrowvista  captured  for  them- 
;  selves  the  technique  of  successful  living. 

•  THIS  IS  A  PRACTICAL,  COMMON  SEUSE 

proposition.  The  job  of  living  onefs  life  is  the  greatest  problem  that  one  has 
to  face .  Either  you  make  a  good  job  of  it  or  you  fail .  The  Founder  Camps  have 
some  definite  suggestions  for  you.  They  are  based  on  a  wide  range  of  oxporionco. 
You  are  invited  to  come  to  camp  with  an  open  mind  and  a  desire  to  discover  your 
real  worth.  If  you  come  in  that  spirit  Miniwanca  or  Morrowvista  will  have  some¬ 
thing  of  supromo  value  to  reward  you  for  tackling  this  advonturo  in  skilled, 
planned  living.  •, 

PLAY,  RECREATION,  FUN,  FELLQY&HIP,  COMPETITION 

-  a  full  program  of  attractive  balanced  activities  is  on  the  daily  schedule. 

Leave  your  grouch  behind.  There  is  no  place  in  the  Founder  Camps  for  the  non- 
social  or  anti -social..  To  live  happily,  enthusiastically  and  positively  are 
basic  characteristics  of  these  camps."*  Be  prepared  for  a  good  time  -  a  really 
.  good  time,  and  you  won't  be  dis  appointed. 

FINALLY,  THESE'  CAMPS  ARB  CHRISTIAN 

Let's  get  straight  on  this.  This  organization  has  no  hook-up  with  any  other 
organization.  We  represent  no  church  or  group.  You  will  not  be  asked  whether 
you  are  a  Presbyterian,  Methodist,  Lutheran,  Congregationalist,  Baptist,  Catholic 
Sciontiot  or  what  have  you.  These  divisions  play  no  part  in  the  Foimder  camp- 
program.  We  believe  in  a  virile,  sensible  interpretation  of  everyday  Christ! -  ’ 
inanity.  The  program  of  the  camps  doals  with  tho  scionco  of  living  one's  life. 
That's  all  wo  are  concomod  about.  Whatever  or  whoovor  you  arc,  or  whatever 
your  slant  or  angle  as  regards  life,  we  have  a  very  definite  conviction  that 
your  Founder  Camp  experience  will  help  you  to  face  your  own  personal  life  problem 
with  more  confidence  and  assurance  than  ever  before.  Unless  you  are  peculiarly 
different  from  the  many  thousands  of  other  young  people  who  have  'attended  those 
comps  in  the  past,  you  are  going  to  like  tho  whole  program  of  tho  Founder  Leader¬ 
ship  Training  Camps.  Camp  Miniwanca  is  for  any  young  person,  sixteen  to  twonty- 
two  years  of  ago  who  bolioves  in  hjmsclf  and  has  a  genuine  desire  to  live  life 
at  its  best .  :  *  ’ 
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to  you,  1935  Founder  Camper,  a  hearty  welcome  into  the  circle  and  fellowship  of 
the  1935  camps.  Everything  is  ready  for  you.  The  latch-string  is  out,  and  on 
the  opening  day  of  camp. 


We* 11  he  seeing  yout 


Sincerely  yours 


P.  G.  Orwig  -  "Wadjepi"  -  Director,  American  Youth  Foundation 

R.  A.  Waite  -  "Dad"  -  Associate  Director 

Marie  E.  Shaver  -  "Horace"  -  Associate  Director 

Herbert  C.  Mayer  -  "Kicica"  -  Director,  Camp  Merrowvista 

William  H.  Danforth  -  "Minis ino"  -  President, 

American  Youth  Foundation 

Alfred  H.  Avery  -  President  Hew  Hampshire  Corporation, 

American  Youth  Foundation 

and  the  more  than  one  hundred  leaders  who  will  serve  this 
year  in  the  Founder  Camps 


CAMP  MINIWANCA  -  PERE  MARQUETTE  RAILROAD  IDENTIFICATION  CERTIFICATE 


BE  SURE  TO  HAVE  THIS  IDENTIFICATION  CERTIFICATE  WITH  YOU  if  you  travel  by  train 
from  Chicago  to  Suskegon.  I't  will  secure  for  you  -the  very  low  rate  of  $3.00  for 
the  round  trip  (a  distance  of  250  miles) .  Present  the  certificate  at  the  ticket 
window  in  the  Grand  Central  Station  in  Chicago. 


Pere  Marquette  Railway  Company, 

Chicago,  Illinois. 

This  is  to  certify  that  the  bearer  is  a  member  of  our  Camp  Miniwanca  organization 
and  therefore  entitled  to  the  special  $3.00  round  trip  rate  -  Chicago,  Illinois 
to  Muskegon,  Michigan,  granted  The  American  Youth  Foundation. 


p.  G.  Orwig,  Director, 

THE  AMERICAN  YOUTH  FOUNDATION 


